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APPENDIX F - DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE
RISK ASSESSMENTS



CIRIA C552 Terminology

For the qualitative and quantitative assessment of risks posed by potential pollutant linkages have been undertaken using the risk matrix adapted

from CIRIA C552 and outlined in the table below.

Category Definition
Potential severity Severe Acute (short term) risk to human health,

Major pollution of sensitive controlled waters, ecosystems or habitat.
Catastrophic damage to buildings or property or crops.

Medium Chronic (Medium / long term) risk to human health
Pollution of sensitive controlled waters, ecosystems or species,
Significant damage to crops, buildings or structures

Mild Easily preventable permanent health effects on humans.
Pollution of non-sensitive controlled waters.
Minor damage to buildings or structures.

Minor Easily preventable non-permanent health effects on humans, or no effects.

Minor, low level and localised contamination of on-site soil.

Easily repairable damage to buildings or structures.

Probability of risk

High Likelihood

Pollutant linkage may be present, and the risk is almost certain to occur, or there is evidence of
harm already occurring.

Likely

Pollutant linkage may be present, and it is probable that the risk will occur over the long term.

Low Likelihood

Pollutant linkages may be present and there is a possibility of the risk occurring, although there
is no certainty that it will do so.

Unlikely

Pollutant linkage may be present but the circumstances under which harm would occur are
improbable.

Potential Severity

Severe

Probability of
risk

High Likelihood

Medium

Mild

Minor

Moderate risk

Moderate / low risk

Likely Moderate risk Moderate / low risk Low risk
Low Likelihood Moderate risk Moderate / low risk Low risk Very low risk
Unlikely Moderate / low risk Low risk very low risk Very low risk
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