
Phase 1 Habitat Phase 1 Habitat Phase 1 Habitat Phase 1 Habitat 

Woodland

Broadleaved woodland

Semi-natural broadleaved woodland

Plantation broadleaved woodland

Coniferous woodland

Semi-natural coniferous woodland

Plantation coniferous woodland

Mixed woodland

Semi-natural mixed woodland

Plantation mixed woodland

Scrub

Dense / continuous scrub

Scattered scrub

Parkland / scattered trees

Broadleaved parkland / scattered trees

Coniferous parkland / scattered trees

Mixed parkland / scattered trees

Scattered trees

Scattered trees

Recently-felled woodland

Broadleaved recently felled woodland

Coniferous recently felled woodland

Mixed recently felled woodland

Acid grassland

Acid grassland

Unimproved acid grassland

Unimproved acid grassland

Semi-improved acid grassland (Good quality)

Semi-improved acid grassland (Good quality)

Semi-improved acid grassland (Poor quality)

Neutral grassland

Unimproved neutral grassland

Semi-improved neutral grassland (Good quality)

Semi-improved neutral grassland (Poor quality)

Calcareous grassland

Calcareous grassland

Unimproved calcareous grassland

Unimproved calcareous grassland

Semi-improved calcareous grassland (Good quality)

� This tool is intended to be used for historic data. Any suggested translation between a phase 

circumstances where a more appropriate metric habitat may be chosen when ecological expertise is applied
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Semi-improved calcareous grassland (Good quality)

Semi-improved calcareous grassland (Poor quality)

Improved grassland

Marsh/marshy grassland

Marsh/marshy grassland

Marsh/marshy grassland

Poor semi-improved grassland

Strandline vegetation coastland

Sand dune

Dune slack sand dune coastland

Dune grassland sand dune coastland

Dune heath sand dune coastland

Dune scrub sand dune coastland

Open dune sand dune coastland

Maritime cliff coastland

Hard maritime cliff coastland

Soft maritime cliff

Crevice/ledge vegetation

Crevice/ledge vegetation

Coastal grassland

Coastal grassland

Coastal grassland

Coastal grassland

Coastal heathland

Coastal heathland

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Standing open water

Dry dwarf shrub heath

Dry dwarf shrub heath

Acidic dry dwarf shrub heath

Acidic dry dwarf shrub heath

Basic dry dwarf shrub heath

Basic dry dwarf shrub heath

Wet dwarf shrub heath

Wet dwarf shrub heath

Lichen / bryophyte heath

Lichen / bryophyte heath

Montane heath / dwarf herb

Dry heath / acidic grass mosaic

Wet heath / acidic grass mosaic



Dry heath / acidic grass mosaic

Wet heath / acidic grass mosaic

Bracken

Continuous bracken

Scattered bracken

Other tall herb or fern (Good quality)

Other tall herb or fern

Tall ruderal

Tall ruderal

Non-ruderal

Bog

Sphagnum bog

Blanket bog

Raised bog

Wet modified bog

Dry modified bog

Dry modified bog

Flush and spring

Acid/neutral flush

Basic flush

Bryophyte-dominated spring

Fen

Valley mire

Basin mire

Floodplain mire

Bare peat

Swamp

Marginal and inundation

Marginal and inundation

Marginal vegetation

Inundation vegetation

Natural rock exposures and caves (Good quality)

Natural rock exposures and caves

Inland cliff (High quality)

Inland cliff

Acidic inland cliff

Basic inland cliff

Scree

Acidic scree

Basic scree

Limestone pavement

Other natural rock exposure

Other acidic natural rock exposure

Other basic rock exposure

Artificial rock exposures

Artificial rock exposures

Artificial rock exposures

Artificial rock exposures

Artificial rock exposures

Artificial rock exposures



Quarry

Spoil heap

Mine

Refuse tip

Cultivated/disturbed ground

Arable

Amenity grassland

Ephemeral / short perennial

Introduced shrub

Fence

Wall

Built-up areas

Caravans

Sea wall (artificial materials)

Buildings

Bare ground

Bare ground



Metric habitat Metric habitat Metric habitat Metric habitat 

Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed

Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved

Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland

Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved

Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland

Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands

Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland

Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed

Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland

Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed

Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub

Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub

Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub

Woodland and forest - Wood-pasture and parkland

Woodland and forest - Wood-pasture and parkland

Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland

Woodland and forest - Wood-pasture and parkland

Individual trees - Urban tree

Individual trees - Rural tree

Woodland and forest - Felled

Woodland and forest - Felled

Woodland and forest - Felled

Woodland and forest - Felled

Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland

Grassland - Upland acid grassland

Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland

Grassland - Upland hay meadows

Grassland - Upland acid grassland

Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Grassland - Other neutral grassland

Grassland - Lowland meadows

Grassland - Other neutral grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Grassland - Upland calcareous grassland

Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland

Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland

Grassland - Upland calcareous grassland

Grassland - Upland calcareous grassland

Any suggested translation between a phase 1 habitat and metric habitat should not be considered a rule 

circumstances where a more appropriate metric habitat may be chosen when ecological expertise is applied



Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Wetland - Purple moor grass and rush pastures

Grassland - Other neutral grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Grassland - Modified grassland

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal vegetated shingle

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Coastal sand dunes

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Grassland - Tall herb communities

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Grassland - Lowland meadows

Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland

Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland

Sparsely vegetated land - Maritime cliff and slopes

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

 Lakes - Aquifer fed naturally fluctuating water bodies

Ditches

Lakes - High alkalinity lakes

Lakes - Low alkalinity lakes

Lakes - Marl lakes

Lakes - Moderate alkalinity lakes

Lakes - Peat Lakes

 Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat)

 Lakes - Ponds (non-priority habitat)

 Lakes - Reservoirs

Lakes - Temporary lakes, ponds and pools

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Mountain heaths and willow scrub

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Lowland heathland



Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Heathland and shrub - Upland heathland

Grassland - Bracken

Grassland - Bracken

Grassland - Bracken

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Grassland - Bracken

Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/ephemeral

Sparsely vegetated land - Tall forbs

Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/ephemeral

Wetland - Lowland raised bog

Wetland - Lowland raised bog

Wetland - Blanket bog

Wetland - Lowland raised bog

Wetland - Transition mires and quaking bogs (H7140)

Wetland - Blanket bog

Wetland - Lowland raised bog

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland – Oceanic valley mire[1] (D2.1)

Wetland – Oceanic valley mire[1] (D2.1)

Wetland – Oceanic valley mire[1] (D2.1)

Wetland - Depressions on peat substrates (H7150)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland)

Wetland - Reedbeds

Use the feature that it is within, i.e. River, Lake type etc.

Wetland - Reedbeds

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats

Sparsely vegetated land - Limestone pavement

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree

Sparsely vegetated land - Other inland rock and scree



Urban - Active sand pit quarry or open cast mine

Urban - Active sand pit quarry or open cast mine

Urban - Active sand pit quarry or open cast mine

Urban - Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface

Cropland - Cereal crops

Select most appropriate habitat within the 'Cropland' broad habitat 

type

Grassland - Modified grassland

Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/ephemeral

Urban - Introduced shrub

Urban - Built linear features

Urban - Built linear features

Urban - Developed land; sealed surface

Urban - Developed land; sealed surface

Urban - Developed land; sealed surface

Urban - Developed land; sealed surface

Urban - Vacant or derelict land

Urban - Bare ground



Distinctiveness band Distinctiveness band Distinctiveness band Distinctiveness band 

Medium

Medium

High

Medium

Low

High

Low

Medium

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

V.High

V.High

Low

V.High

Medium

Medium

High

High

High

High

Medium

Medium

V.High

V.High

Medium

Medium

Low

Medium

V.High

Medium

Low

High

High

High

High

High

habitat and metric habitat should not be considered a rule - there may be 

circumstances where a more appropriate metric habitat may be chosen when ecological expertise is applied.



High

Low

Low

V.High

Medium

Low

Low

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

V.High

V.High

Medium

High

High

V.High

Medium

High

High

High

High

High

High

Medium

Medium

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

V.High

High

High



High

High

Low

Low

Low

High

Low

Low

Low

Low

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

V.High

High

High

High

Medium

High

Medium

High

High

High

High

High

V.High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium



Low

Low

Low

V.Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

V.Low

V.Low

V.Low

V.Low

V.Low

V.Low

Low

Low
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Temporal multipliers
Enhancement 

temporal multipliers
Hedgerow data

Watercourse data Condition data

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
Technical Data

Unit shortfall 
calculations



Area habitat groups Multipliers

Hedgerow data
Phase 1 - metric 

habitat translation tool

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
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