
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Exemption Statement  

 

 

For: Erection of replacement 2.4m high fencing and gates to Park Street / Ogden Street 

elevations 

Planning Reference: 73442 

At: St Hildas C Of E Primary School, Whittaker Lane, Prestwich, Manchester, M25 1HA  

Completed By: Philippa Butler, Architect, Equilibrium Architects Ltd  

Date of Exemption Statement Completion: 10th August 2026  

 

 

1. Article 7 (‘General requirements: applications for planning permission including outline 

planning permission’) of Part 3 of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (England) Order 2015, as amended by Regulation 5 of Part 4 of The Biodiversity 

Gain (Town and Country Planning) (Modifications and Amendments) (England) Regulations 

2024 has introduced national validation prerequisites for planning applications relating to 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).  

2. Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021 introduced the concept of BNG into planning 

legislation, stating that “the biodiversity gain objective is met in relation to development for 

which planning permission is granted if the biodiversity value attributable to the development 

exceeds the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat by at least [10%]”.  

3. Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021 additionally mandates that biodiversity gain 

objectives will be achieved through the imposition of planning conditions, thus constituting a 

post-permission process.  

4. However, certain types of development for which planning permission is required are 

exempt from biodiversity net gain requirements and planning conditions. These are outlined 

in The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 2024.  

5. The development proposals for this application meets the following exemption criterion from 

the Regulations:  

- The proposed development meets Conditions 1 and 2 of Section 4 (de minimis) of 

the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 2024 

6. State how this application meets the exemption criterion stated above: 

 - The red line site boundary is approx. 80 m long, and approx. 0.1m deep, including 

gates. This puts the site area at 8m2, less than the de minimis boundary, which is 25m2. 

- There are no priority habitats within any of the affected areas, as there is an existing 

fence, with no vegetation. 



7. Provide aerial imagery and photographs (or alternative sources) and captions to evidence 

your statement.  

Aerial imagery: 

 

- It is noted that the ‘grass’ seen to the corner of Ogden Street and Park Street is 

artificial.  


