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We write this statement as a plea to the planning committee that our
application to extend our property, 11 Spring Close, Ramsbottom, is granted.

Our architect, Simon Jackson, on our behalf, submitted a pre-app to planning
so that we could seek advise as to whether our initial drawings would be
approved at formal application. Having lisised with Jane at planning, Simon,
my husband and |, have revised the initial plans to suit the requests from the
council to satisfy the foliowing conditions:

o Setting the two-storey extension back one metre so that any ‘terracing
effect’ is avoided and the property does not appear to be overbearing
on the street.

¢ Upon setting the extension back, we have ensured that the driveway
allows ample room for one car, whilst ensuring the service strip at the
bottom of the drive is kept free from any obstruction.

s We have made the side extension narrower to allow space for bin
storage at the side of the house, so that the bins can be accessed from
the front of the property and taken down the driveway each week for
collection on the street.

After revising the plans with Simon on a few occasions to suit the above
conditions, we sought a pre-approval of the latest drawings so that we could
confidently submit them in this formal planning stage for official approval.
Despite satisfying the above criteria we were advised by dane thatthe
drawings would now need to be accompanied by a personal statement, given
a document came to light via planning that meant when the houses on Spring
Close were initially built, it was expected that 2 bed properties had 2 car
parking spaces. These drawings have been revised to allow space for one
car, as was initially requested from planning, and for the reasons | will outline
below there never have been two car spaces to maintain.

The side of our current property is very narrow when accessing from the
driveway through the gates. You could not easily get a car through the gates
to park it daily, especially a family sized car, and there would be minimal (i
any) space to get my child in and out of her car seat in the back due to how
narrow the side of the house is and the bins which are stored there. Due to
this we have never used the side of the house for parking and never would.

Instead, as do many of our neighbours, we park one car on our drive and the
other outside the house on the cul-de-sac. We have a lovely relationship with
our neighbours on Spring Close and most of the houses use the street for
parking their work vans or additional cars, and this has never faced any
issues given the street is quiet and is a cul-de-sac meaning there is never
issues of obstruction given the street offers no pass-through and is a dead-
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continue to raise our children in our family home in Ramsbottom.

In addition, my husband has his own bakery business, and he is currently
viewing commercial leases in Ramsbottom with the aim of expanding his
business here and keeping it local to our family. If we must leave
Ramsbottom, it will put us in a very difficult position as to whether we pursue
this dream to open a premises in Ramsbottom, as it will no longer be local to
us, no longer our hometown.

I will conclude this statement by asking Planning to please consider all the
points | have raised, both personal and logistical, and accept our revised
submitted plans to extend our house. We have adapted our initial designs to
suit the above requirements from the pre-app stage. Please let us stay in
Ramsbottom and continue to grow our family in this home.

Thank you,

Mr & Mrs Myers




