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Summary 
 
Due to existing site conditions and robust hard surfacing across the vast majority of the areas 
under consideration together with secure security palisade fencing – no trees will be lost or 
harmed by any construction works. 
 
Tree Survey and Methodology 
 
A full tree survey of the site was undertaken on the 29th July 2025 all in accordance with 
BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - Recommendations. 
 
A detailed topographical survey was provided, which has been amended to show all relevant 
details including locations and numbering sequences. 
 
The survey was undertaken from ground level. No excavations were carried out or soil or root 
samples taken. If a more detailed assessment / inspection of a particular item was deemed 
necessary, it is noted in the survey schedule. No aerial inspections or invasive probings or 
drillings have been undertaken. 
 
All trees were also to the rear of security palisade fencing and on embankments leading down 
to water courses and as such were unsafe to access.  

Retention values were evaluated following guidance within Table 1 of BS5837 – ‘Cascade Chart 

for Tree Quality Assessment.’ This specifies four main categories. 

1. CAT A – Trees of high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 

40 years whereby they could make a substantial long-term contribution to the area. 

2. CAT B – Trees of moderate quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at 

least 20 years that are still of sufficient quality to make a substantial contribution to 

the area. 

3. CAT C – Trees of low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 10 

years or young trees with a stem diameter below 150mm. All items within this 

category could be retained but would not be expected to impose a significant 

constraint on development. 

4. CAT U – Trees in such a condition that they cannot be realistically retained as living 

trees in the context of the current land use for longer than 10 years. They may however 

have existing or potential conservation value, which it might be desirable to preserve. 
 
Preliminary management recommendations have been indicated. Proposals will however be 
discussed further in the following sections where considered appropriate and necessary to 
promote tree health and viability and maintain an acceptable level of safety in respect of 
existing site conditions and the knowledge that some construction is proposed. 
 
It should be noted that the BS5837 is the only nationally recognised document which provides 
guidance and recommendations on the relationship between trees and design, demolition 
and construction processes. It expects that appropriately qualified and experienced persons 
will be entrusted with the execution of its provisions. 
 
The British Standard does not provide specific distances for any trees in relation to structures 
(other than for new plantings and potential damage from incremental growth) and whilst it 
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may recommend that no construction should occur within the expected root protection areas 
of retained trees (the default position), the Standards provide detailed guidance on how 
construction could occur if all appropriate factors and methodologies can be addressed.  
 
They clearly expect that an informed, qualified and experienced person applies due 
consideration to all issues to achieve a satisfactory design appropriate for any particular site 
and the identified constraints. 
 
General Description of Site and Surroundings 
 
The site and surroundings have been described in detail within other submissions. 
 
In respect of arboricultural matters, all trees were to the rear of security palisade fencing and 
within inaccessible areas.  
 
The site itself is generally hard surfaced to permit movement of heavy vehicles / transport of 
materials. 
 
Effectively therefore it would not be expected that any root material from trees outwith the 
palisade fencing would have penetrated the site.  
 
Pruning of foliage overhanging the palisade fencing has recently been undertaken to avoid 
damage and nuisance and maximise security by removing any material that would assist 
persons attempting to climb the fencing. It is understood that such operations are undertaken 
on a random basis as and when required. 
 
Any inspection of the site and consideration of the submitted tree survey will indicate that the 
majority of the trees are in the young to mature age category with no replanting having been 
implemented in recent times.  
 
Soils outwith the site have not been analysed however, the successful establishment of trees 
within the area indicate soils are probably within the neutral to acid range and not 
unreasonably waterlogged. The size and growth rates of the general tree population also 
suggest that soils are reasonably fertile and the local microclimates relatively mild and / or 
sheltered. 
 
Description of Proposed Development. 
 
Again, all such issues have been fully addressed in associated submissions. 
 
 Designation Relating to Trees 
 
It is understood that the site and any trees within it or along its boundaries are not within the 
Local Conservation Area and no trees are included within local Tree Preservation Orders. 
 
Regardless, it is always recommended that the Council is contacted before any tree works are 
undertaken and if necessary a Tree Works Application submitted or works otherwise agreed. 
 
The potential effect of construction on trees whether statutorily protected or not is however 
a material consideration that is taken into account in dealing with planning applications.  
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Even should items be afforded statutory protection, such orders impose no duty on the 
owners of the trees affected to carry out pruning or other maintenance, either to any 
particular standard or at all. 
 
This must be a matter for the owners’ discretion, subject to the duties laid upon him or her by 
the common law. If a local authority wishes to encourage such works to be carried out, it must 
do so by permission, through the offer of grants or possibly by the imposition of conditions on 
consents. 
 
Current Situation 
 
Of the trees identified, whilst some items may have potential and could be considered suitable 
for retention, others are either overcrowded or of a species such as Goat Willow, where failure 
or decline could be reasonably expected.  
 
However at this time, due to the current location of the trees beyond the application site 
boundary any such issues are not considered to be of major concern and retention at present 
can be accepted and their condition monitored.  
 
As stated previously, only basic management appears to have been implemented in recent 
times. 
 
The presence of any trees in boundary locations and their owner’s obligation to third parties 
may generate additional management requirements. 
 
The location of the trees and their spacings has created a spacious environment with good 
sunlight availability to the main site under consideration. 
 
The following images indicate the various groups / areas of the site where works are proposed 
and clearly illustrate that all trees are outside the security fencing and that all existing surfaces 
are effectively hard surfaced to permit access for / movement of heavy loads and that root 
penetration into the site would not be expected. 
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Image 5 

 
 
 
 

Implications of Development 
 

1. Direct Loss of Trees. 
 
To physically construct any new workshops on the site no trees will require removal. 
 
There will therefore be no impacts upon the visual amenities currently afforded to the local 
environment when viewed from public areas outside the site. 
 
 

2. Indirect Loss of Trees 
 
There will be no indirect losses of trees due to the proposed development.  
 
There will therefore be no impacts upon the visual amenities currently afforded to the local 
environment when viewed from public areas outside the site. 
 
 

3. Management of Trees - Arboricultural Recommendations. 
 
Various works have been recommended for management of trees to maintain clearances for 
safety and security. 
 
All such works would be necessary regardless of any construction requirements. 
 
 

6
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Indirect Impacts on Trees for Construction. 
 
In respect of the proposed construction, it is reasonable to consider that due to all trees being 
to the far side of the security palisade fencing and that the site is effectively hard surfaced to 
a depth that is necessary to support the requirements of heavy industry, there would be no 
root growth into the site. 
 
As such there will be no indirect impacts to retained trees by any excavation works or 
construction of proposed structures. 
 
Construction Methodology / Arboricultural Method Statement. 
 
Due to their being no impacts on trees and all trees being to the rear of an existing secure 
palisade fencing system all of which is being retained, no Arboricultural Method Statement 
would be required. 
  
Proximity of Trees to Structures. 
 
Any construction will automatically adhere to guidance within the nationally recognised 
document BS5837:2012 in that it will be outside the expected root protection areas of 
retained trees.  
 
Shade is not an issue, the units being of a commercial nature where sunlight has no relevance. 
 
In respect of seasonal nuisances: leaf fall, fruit, honeydew or similar, should conflicts be 
considered an issue these can be addressed in the detail design stage and the use of non-slip 
paving, provisions of leaf guards or grills on gutters and gullies, provision of access and means 
of maintenance or similar can all be incorporated. All such issues are fully in accordance with 
the guidelines and advice contained within BS5837 Section 5.3. 
 
In respect of proximity of trees to the proposals, it is possible that at some time in the future 
incremental growths may cause foliage to come into close proximity of certain features. This 
situation does already exist however any pruning is undertaken when required to maintain 
safety and security in respect of the boundary fencing.  
 
Cyclical pruning is a perfectly acceptable techniques and is frequently implemented by both 
private individuals and local authorities to maintain clearances between trees and structure, 
busses / vehicles, overhead lines and similar. 
 
Should the trees be, or become protected, notification to and consent from the LPA would be 
required prior to any tree works being implemented all of which, would avoid inappropriate 
or undesirable operations thereby ensuring the future viability of the trees.  
 
In consideration of the foregoing assessments, it is considered that there will be no impacts on 
retained trees by the proximity of structures or vice versa thereby ensuring that there are no 
impacts upon the visual amenity provided by trees when viewed from public areas outside the 
site. 
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Services 
 
The location of services would simply link back into existing and there would be no 
requirement to form new routes in proximity of retained trees. 
 
There will therefore be neutral impact caused by the provision of services. 
 
Post Construction 
 
Should construction proceed, retained trees will continue to be managed as necessary for 
safety and security. 
 
It is reasonable to conclude therefore that should construction proceed, there would be no 
appreciable post development pressure to undertake either inappropriate or undesirable tree 
works to the detriment of the visual amenity currently afforded from public areas outside the 
site. 
 
It is therefore considered that any post construction pressures would have no material impacts. 
 
Conclusions 
 
From the foregoing information it can be reasonably concluded that no tree loss will be caused 
as a result of construction.  
 
Furthermore that due to existing site conditions, no indirect harm or losses will be caused. 
 
A detailed Arboricultural Method Statement is not required in this instance due to existing site 
conditions and secure fencing. 
 
The design has considered all arboricultural issues and will permit the construction to proceed 
without conflict with retained trees. The juxtaposition of structures to trees will also ensure 
that the need for any extra pruning regimes can be avoided, and seasonal nuisances 
minimised. 
 
All services can be connected and / or installed so as to avoid impacts upon retained trees. 
 
Post construction impacts have been considered which indicate that there will be no 
additional pressure on retained trees. 
 
It is reasonable to conclude therefore that in respect of arboricultural issues should the 
proposed construction proceed there is likely to be no impacts on the future viability of the 
existing treescape.  
 
Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A 
July 2025. 
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Inspector: Iain Tavendale Site; Irwell Works, Unit 3,

 Lower Woodhill Road, Bury.
Date of Inspection: 29th July 2025 

Tree 

No.
Species H'gt.

Stem 

Dia.

H'gt of 

C.C.

1st 

Branch 

@

Age 

Class
PC Structural Condition

Preliminary Management 

Recommendations
ERC

Cat 

Grade

RPA 

Sq.m's

RPA 

Circle of 

Radii / 

m's

G1
Sycamore, Willow, 

Goat Willow & Alder.
12 400

N         

E         

S          

W 

3 over 

site.
3 EM/M F

All outside site security fencing on 

banking to river. Access restricted, 

dimension estimated. Minor overhang 

across site. Reasonable vitality. Minor 

dead wood, old branch stumps and 

crossing / rubbing branches all typical of 

species.

No action at present. 

Monitor. Maintain 

reasonable clearances to 

security fencing.

20 B2 72.39 4.8

G2
Goat Willow, 

Sycamore.
16 450

N         

E         

S          

W 

0 over 

site
2 M F

All outside site security fencing on 

banking to river. Access restricted, 

dimension estimated. Have been pruned 

back in recent times to clear palisade 

fencing and afford maximum security to 

site. Soil bund to rear of fencing with 

trees to far side. Reasonable vitality.  

Minor dead wood, old branch stumps 

and crossing / rubbing branches all 

typical of species.

No action at present. 

Monitor. Maintain 

reasonable clearances to 

security fencing.

20 B2 91.62 5.4

G3
Goat Willow, 

Sycamore.
12 250

N         

E         

S          

W 

0 over 

site
2 EM F

All outside site security fencing on 

banking to brook.. Access restricted, 

dimension estimated. Pole type material - 

tight spacings and mutually suppressed. 

Have been pruned back in recent times 

to clear palisade fencing and afford 

maximum security to site. Reasonable 

vitality. Minor dead wood, old branch 

stumps and crossing / rubbing branches 

all typical of species. 

No action at present. 

Monitor. Maintain 

reasonable clearances to 

security fencing.

10 C2 28.28 3

Branch 

Spread

Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A.
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Inspector: Iain Tavendale Site; Irwell Works, Unit 3,

 Lower Woodhill Road, Bury.
Date of Inspection: 29th July 2025 

G4
Buddleia, Sycamore, 

Goat Willow & Ash.
4 max 75

N         

E         

S          

W 

3 max 0 Y F

Minor scrub type material adjacent to or 

behind site security fencing plus assorted 

ruderals. Goat willow may be coppice 

regrowth from old stump. Reasonable 

vitality but of minimal amenity value 

when viewed from public areas outwith 

the site.

Will be lost by any 

extension to car parking 

area and regrading of site.

10 C2 2.55 0.9

Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A.
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