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Do not scale this drawing (printed or electronic version).
This drawing is copyright and is for use on this site only. This drawing
should be read in conjunction with all relevant consultants drawings
and specialist subcontractors / supply chain drawings and
specifications.
Responsibility for the reproduction of this drawing in paper form, or
issued in electronic format, lies with the recipient to check that all
information has been replicated in full and is correct when
compared to the original paper or electronic image.
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Species Description 

Scientific name: Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora  
Hybrid of: Crocosmia aurea x Crocosmia pottsii 
AKA: Coppertips, Falling Stars, Montbresia 
(Welsh) 
Native to: Hybrid, parent species from South  
Africa 
Habitat: Hedgerows, road verges, banks of lakes 
and rivers, beside woods and waste land, widely 
grown in gardens 
 

Crocosmia species are easily recognised when in flower by the distinct shape and 
colour of their flower heads.  All are non-native in the UK. The hybrid montbretia, 
with relatively short stems and orange flowers, is the main species to have  
escaped into the wild; however, a number of other ornamental Crocosmia species 
are grown in gardens and other landscaped areas.  When not in flower,  
Crocosmia species are more difficult to identify.  Look for rusty brown dead leaves 
and remains of previous years flowering heads. 
 
Montbretia was originally created in France from parent plants of South African 
origin.  Introduced to the UK in 1880 as a garden plant.  It escaped by 1911 both 
naturally and through the disposal of garden waste, and spread rapidly across the 
UK in the latter part of the 20th century.  Can completely dominate habitat where it 
grows, sometimes excluding native plant species.  Spreads mainly by rhizomes, 
rarely by seed. 
 
Montbretia is listed under Schedule 9 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
with respect to England and Wales.  As such, it is an offence to plant or otherwise 
allow this species to grow in the wild. 

Montbretia 

For more information visit www.nonnativespecies.org 
 
 

Produced by Olaf Booy, Max Wade and Vicky White of RPS 

Leaves less than 3cm wide, upright, flat, 
spear shaped and bright green 

Flowers 
orange and 
tubular in 
nodding 
clusters 

Flowers borne on long spikes 2.5 cm  

Long  
stamens 

Corm: a bulblike organ 
that provides the plant 
with energy 

Grows to 60cm tall, usually found in  
clusters on road verges and in hedge-

Key ID Features 
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