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Landscape Strategy
The development site is set within a substantial green and blue landscape infrastructure framework and 
the close relationship that the site has with the River Irwell and Radcliff Ees provides an opportunity to 
create a development with a mature established landscape characteristic, integrated and connected to the 
existing and proposed green infrastructure assets found within the local area. Existing wetlands and scrub 
habitats within the site support significant populations of willow warbler, bullfinch, goldfinch, greenfinch 
and chiffchaff. These would be supplemented with additional planting using native species linking areas 
of established habitat to form a mosaic of native habitats providing a rich, varied and ecologically diverse 
naturalistic landscape for informal recreation & leisure.

Native Woodland
New belts of native woodland and understorey planting will be introduced to the boundaries of the 
development to create a substantial landscape buffer and to frame areas of open meadow grass and 
mown margins. New planting will connect physically with existing tree groups and incorporate retained 
scrub vegetation, linking isolated elements of vegetation and improving habitat connectivity.

Native Wildflower Meadow & Amenity Grassland
The native wildflower meadows and grassland areas will be specified primarily to provide a visual and 
ecological transition between the shorter grass and hedgerows / tree belts providing a sward with a 
greater diversity of species than short grass, with a predominance of wildflowers, thus providing a species 
rich habitat / hunting ground for local bird and bat populations. Amenity grassland is included to create 
areas of short mown grass for informal recreation with easy pedestrian access for the users of the site.

Newly Planted Trees
Tree lined streets and green links within the development planted with a range of native and ornamental 
trees in-keeping with the residential character of the local area will be used to provide a robust green 
infrastructure, promoting biodiversity and complimenting the many existing trees that will be retained 
and protected. New trees have been included as informal groups and singles to compliment the groups 
of mature and semi-mature trees retained across the site and to strengthen the structural integrity and 
definition of the new landscape framework as a whole.

  Existing Wetland & Scrub

Attenuation Pond & Wetland Planting
Areas of native species-rich wetland meadow would be introduced to reinstate the historic Hutchinson’s 
Goit as a principle element of the sustainable drainage strategy creating a visual and ecological 
transitional corridor running across the site, enhancing landscape character and biodiversity. The 
attenuation ponds will provide natural water storage and drainage. They will be planted with native 
wetland meadow species suitable for seasonally wet soils, based on the vegetation of traditional water 
meadows. Mown grass around the swales enhances the visual impact and definition of these features, 
contrasting with the tall grasses and wetland species to the internal banks and bases. A network of raised 
timber walkways will run throughout the wetlands providing access to people of all abilities encouraging 
outdoor recreation for the residents and the wider community.

Hedgerows 
Hedgerows have been used to define space, provide screening, soften boundary treatments and provide 
a unifying element throughout the development. Native hedgerows will act as wildlife corridors increasing 
connectivity throughout the development and non-native ornamental evergreen hedge species have been 
proposed for the private garden boundaries away from areas of POS to provide year-round structural 
definition and screening.

Ornamental Shrub Planting
Ornamental shrub planting is to be used to bring colour, character and diversity to the individual gardens 
and street scene throughout the development. Large 25 litre specimen shrubs with loose canopy forms 
will be introduced where space allows providing an established and varied ornamental character. Contem-
porary shrub beds will be planted along verges, boundary walls and gable sides to bring form, texture and 
colour to the principal access routes.

Play Areas 
A range of timber play equipment alongside natural play features such as large boulders and raised 
earth forms will be used within the play areas to encouraging informal play. In keeping with the informal 
and naturalistic design the remaining space around the play areas would be maintained as open lawn, 
allowing space for informal ball games and sports.

Church Street East
This space will form a central focal point to the development. The contemporary design will establish a 
pedestrian orientated linear open space. Feature strips combining planting and street furniture will form 
focal pints providing pedestrian orientated communal gathering places. 

Distinctive paving patterns and attractive materials will be used to create a hardwearing and long-lasting 
surface treatment that indicates a hierarchy of footpaths and cycleways, encouraging sustainable travel 
within the local community.

Tree planting will include large species suited to urban environments such as Acer platinoides and Sorbus 
aria, to provide structure, shelter and shade within the open space. Smaller species such as Prunus 
and Amelanckier will also be used to provide seasonal interest and attractive foliage. Rain gardens and 
bioswales will be used to form linear planting beds with multi-layered planting, aiming to increase urban 
biodiversity and create a wildlife corridor, protect pedestrians from air pollution.


