
Proposed Change to Milltown Cycle Bridge

•             Letter of explanation – what you’re doing and why

Milltown Cycle Bridge has been designed as a two-span structure with a supporting 
reinforced concrete pier within the river channel close to the south abutment. A 
change to a single span bridge has been proposed which omits the requirement for a 
pier within the river and has the following advantages and benefits:

Avoiding River Obstruction
The pier currently proposed for the two span bridge is a substantial structure 
which will cause debris to collect on its upstream elevation at times of flood. 
When the river subsides to normal water levels the base of the pier will be 
above the water line and any accumulated debris will remain exposed. A 
single span bridge will remove the river obstruction entirely and enable clear 
flow of water.

Reduction in Future Maintenance
 

• No debris accumulations at the base of the pier and associated requirement 
for personnel to enter the river channel.

• Inspection & maintenance of the pier and bridge bearings which will require 
specialist access equipment will not be required.

• Reduce opportunity for graffiti and associated cost of removal.

Reduced Costs
The single span structure will have a net saving in construction costs for 
BMBC and whole life savings in maintenance costs.

Reduction in Flood Risk Delaying Construction
The river regularly rises to a level which will prevent essential construction 
access required to construct the piled foundations, RC base / core and brick 
cladding / feature stonework. Omission of the pier will therefore reduce the 
risk of project delays.

Improved Aesthetic 
The original design consists of one long flat span and one short sloping span. 
The proposed single span solution is one larger arched span providing a more 
aesthetically pleasing and symmetrical elevation.


