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Biodiversity Net Gain Statement — Small Site Metric / Project 0079 Revision A
April 2024
Philips Park Rd, Whitefield, Manchester
Proposal: External temporary cabins for The College of Rugby at
Sedgley Rugby Club training ground, Whitefield, Bury

Introduction:

This statement outlines the assessment of Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) associated with the installation of
porta-cabins at Sedgley Rugby Clubs training pitches, Whitefield, Bury. The cabins are to be located on a
previously unused piece of land characterised by hardcore, gravel, and weeds. The Cabins will be
approximately 105sqm in total. The total area of the client’s land is 38,658.3sqm, which is made up of ruby
pitches (this can be seen in the photograph below). The site in question lacks significant existing biodiversity
features such as trees, watercourse habitats, ditches, culverts, or hedgerows. The aim of this statement and
assessment is to demonstrate how the development will achieve a measurable net gain in biodiversity value.

Site Description:
The development site is adjacent to Sedgley parks training pitches. The land in discussion is deemed as excess

unused land, which is covered with hardcore, gravel, and overgrown with weeds. It currently lacks substantial
ecological features. The land can be deemed as in poor condition, like a dirt track with weeds.

The site for the cbins -
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Overview of the remaining site — Untouched

Biodiversity Baseline Assessment:

Vegetation and Habitat: The site currently supports ruderal vegetation dominated by common weeds and
grasses. There are no significant native species or habitats present.

Wildlife: Due to the lack of diverse habitats, wildlife presence is limited to generalist species commonly found
in disturbed environments.

Ecological Value: The site currently has low ecological value and does not contribute significantly to local
biodiversity.

There are no hedges, trees, plants or watercourses on the cabin site in question.

Proposed Biodiversity Net Gain Measures:

Introduction of Native Planting or Tree: To enhance biodiversity the client will plant one small native tree on
the lower slope area of the site and commit to its maintenance for 30 years. This tree planting will contribute
to the overall biodiversity enhancement and support long-term habitat development.

Biodiversity Net Gain Calculation:

Based on the proposed measures, including the client's commitment to planting a native tree, the
development aims to achieve a 10% Biodiversity Net Gain.

Area Enhancement: Total area of biodiversity enhancements.

Biodiversity Multiplier: Each enhancement will be assigned a biodiversity value multiplier based on the
potential impact on local biodiversity.

Monitoring and Reporting: A monitoring plan of the native tree can be established to assess the success of
biodiversity enhancements over time, ensuring that the net gain is achieved and maintained.
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Conclusion:

The decision to install porta-cabins on this previously vacant land offers a promising avenue for bolstering local
biodiversity through thoughtful ecological initiatives. Incorporating small native trees such as Hazel,
Blackthorn, or Rowan into this project holds the potential to significantly elevate the area's biodiversity profile.
This proactive step not only fulfils statutory mandates but also underscores a strong dedication to
environmental guardianship and the promotion of sustainability. The tree can be located lower down towards
the slope and can be kept for its life span.

Furthermore, there is an exciting opportunity to further enrich the site's ecological fabric by integrating
additional species enhancements. This could encompass installing bat and bird boxes, hedgehog domiciles, and
hibernation shelters, fostering a welcoming habitat for a diverse array of wildlife. These measures not only
enhance the ecological value of the site but also contribute positively to the local ecosystem's resilience and
vitality.

Hazel Tree Blackthorn
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